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Cremorne was divided into six narrow allot-
ments fronting Swan Street and extending 
to the Yarra River. 
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Cremorne was declared a slum. Cremorne 
had become known for its brothels, a large 
fraudulent business selling oil paintings, and 
clothing sweatshops.

Rosella Factory Built

Melbourne Olympics

South Eastern Freeway
VB Sign

Former Sutherlands Distillery

Along the river, large villas and gardens were 
developed. Over time, this land was further 
subdivided to provide worker’s cottages.

Story Establishments Interest Events

The banks of the Yarra became home to many 
heavily industrial factories such as tanneries 
and the Richmond Power Station. 

Large scale manufacturing complexes were built 
such as the Bryant and May building and the 
Richmond Maltings site known for its prominant 
Nylex sign.

Expansion of large scale complexes

Due to extensive industrial transformation, the 
standard of housing declined and crime levels 
were at a peak.

Value was recognised for Cremorne as an inner-
city property which meant that industries found it 
less economical to operate there. As a result, the 
Richmond Power Station, Bryant and May and 
Rosella factories. 

Areas were converted into offices, which saw 
tenants such as Country Road, Mattel, and many 
others settling into the area. Many Victorian 
terraces were subjected to demolition or renova-
tion in this restoration period. 

Cremorne Gardens Amusement Park was 
established with landscaped gardens and 
comprehensive entertainment facilities

The gardens were sold and became a 
private mental asylum unit. 

The mental asylum was sold and subdivided 
for residential development.

During the 20th century, Cremorne’s indus-
trial sector was subjected to significant 
expansion.

Hundreds of small to medium sized factories 
were established and occupied by compara-
tively smaller industrial companies such as 
mechanics, printers and small engineering 
businesses.

Today Cremorne is a mixture of period and 
modern housing, with cutting edge industrial 
style offices, art galleries, furniture stores 
and cafes, set amongst a vast assortment of 
industrial warehouses and factories, some 
of which have been restored and others in 
their original condition.

Yarra Pollution Act was initiated to prevent 
industry from discharging waste into the 
river

In the 1860’s, the Yarra Pollution Act was 
repealed due to the economic issues such 
as low employment in the area.  Cremorne 
became an appealing place for companies 
to manufacture, causing residential and 
farming lots to be transformed into indus-
trial areas.

Dennis Allen, the son of Kath Pettingill 
(Underbelly III) aquired several properties 
inlcuding homes and brothels in Cremorne 
which were associated with illegal activities.  
He became one of Melbourne’s most iconic 
criminals, known in the community as a rapist 
and as a serious drug dealer with a revenue of 
$70,000 a week during his peak.  He also 
became known for his chainsaw murder, and 
was suspected of eleven murders in total. One 
of his houses was seized by the Australian 
Taxation Office and was searched by police to 
find evidence in relation to the Walsh Street 
police shootings.
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